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AN OPERATORS GUIDE TO DRYING/CLEANING UNITS
Wet and dirty units are every operators nightmare and is the most common reason why operators
throw in the towel. This sheet offers some advice for keeping units in the best of condition.
Unfortunately there are no quick fixes so you will need to be prepared to spend time and money
keeping your units in pristine condition.

Whatever methods you use it is imperative that you ensure that when you use a chemical agent
you follow the instructions on the label and ensure that you thoroughly wash the unit with clean
water.

DRYING UNITS

1. When collecting your inflatable remove as much of the water as possible using rags and towels
2. Stand the unit on its end during transportation to allow water to escape.
3. Store the unit on its end and raised off of the ground to allow water to escape. A pallet is ideal
for this purpose. This prevents a drying unit from standing in the discharged water.
4. Inflate a wet unit as soon as possible. In most circumstances inflating a unit on a sunny day and
leaving for a couple of hours will dry the unit.
5. Before leaving any unit to dry remove any mud, grass or leaves. This will save hours of work in
the future.
6. If the inflatable has a lot of water inside, inflate and with the fan still running open a deflation
vent and prop up one corner of the unit. This will allow the majority of the water to escape. When
using this method ensure that the water is not running into your electrical supply.
7. Once the majority of the water is removed from the inside you will need to keep the air flowing
through the unit. To aid the drying process warm air will greatly reduce the drying time. This can
be achieved by placing any fan heater near to the air input side of your inflation fan. Hot air will
then be pumped into the unit. Ensure that any heater you use does not come into contact with
your unit.
8. During drying and subsequent use it is possible that you will experience ‘bubbles/foaming’ at
the seams. This is particularly noticeable with webbed seams. This is nothing to worry about as it
is just excess moisture within the seams. This can be continually wiped with rags or towels.
9. It is imperative that once you feel that your unit is dry enough to put away ensure that all mud,
grass and leaves have been removed. Failure to do so will result in a staining of the unit and also
the possibility of a slimy substance forming. In the event that this happens you will need to remove
as much of the slime as possible and then wash off with clean water.
10. Once you are satisfied that the unit is dry some operators insert some talcum powder into the
inlet tube and then reconnect the fan and inflate. This will assist in removing any dampness that
remains and also help prevent any smells developing if a unit is going to be in storage for any
length of time. This is also a useful tip if you are putting units into store for the winter.
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CLEANING UNITS
There are many suggestions around regarding the use of various solvents for the removal of
stains, felt tip, silly string, face paint etc. Petrol, bleach, paint thinners are just some that spring to
mind. We strongly advise that before tackling any particular stain you contact your manufacturer
for advice. The material used in the construction of inflatable play equipment varies considerably
and it is very important that you do not use a cleaning agent that will cause a chemical reaction
between the agent and the material.
There are products available on the market that are specifically designed for the cleaning and
deodorising of units.
Whatever the outcome you should always ensure that all chemicals are used in accordance with
the manufacturers instructions thoroughly washed off on conclusion of the clean.

FOOTNOTE
As mentioned above it is imperative that units are stored dry. This is particularly important when
units are stored over a long period of time. Dampness, mud, grass or leaves can have a major
affect on units leaving them stained or covered in slime.
Storing units on pallets will assist in air flow during storage and if possible it is worth giving units
an ‘airing’ whenever possible.
It is also worth ensuring you have rodent traps or poison in your storage units as substantial
damage can be caused by these unwelcome visitors. Check with your local environmental
department for advice.
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Disclaimer: This document is for general guidance and research purposes only, and does not purport to give
professional or legal advice.
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