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AN OPERATORS GUIDE TO PURCHASING
SECONDHAND/USED EQUIPMENT
There is a growing trade in secondhand/used units and many that are embarking on a career in the Inflatable Play
Industry choose to start by buying used/secondhand equipment.

As with any purchase there are some easy points that buyers should be looking for and questions to ask before handing
over your hard earned cash.

Here is a list of points and questions you should be looking for.

Initial questions.

Before even seeing the unit these are the questions you should ask

1. Why is the unit up for sale? - Common answers are ‘selling up’ and ‘stock rotation’.
2. Who manufactured the unit and when? - You can then check against the manufacturers current web site
3. Is the fan and ground stakes included in the price? - You will be surprised how many sell without including these
essentials
4. Does it have a current test certificate, when does it run out and was it inspected to BS EN 14960? - This is a very
important question and if no test certificate/s are available then you need to be wary.
5. Does the unit have a PIPA tag? - If the answer is yes then ask for the tag number and you can check its status on the
PIPA website (www.pipa.org.uk)

If you are happy with the answers you get and decide it is worth a visit to view the item then there are some easy
checks you can carry out.

Viewing a secondhand item:

1. Ensure that you view at the sellers permanent address

2. Take a tape measure and check list with you

3. Check any available paperwork. Items should include a copy of the manufacturers manual and any test certificates.

Check to see if the test certificate mentions BS EN 14960

4. Inflate the unit

5. Your first check should be a visual one. Check for any obvious defects in either the artwork or holes.

6. Check that the walls are upright

7. You can check the pressure is sufficient inside the inflatable by standing on the lowest part of the inflated base
(usually the step) with your feet together and making sure that your feet do not touch the ground through the inflatable.

8. Check that the step width reaches at least the centre of each upright

9. Measure the depth of the bed from ground to playing surface and add 50%. This will give you the depth of the step.

For example If that height is 0.7m then the step should be a minimum of 1.05m. (O.7m plus 0.35m)

10. All units should have a minimum of 6 anchor points. 2 on each side and 2 at the rear. Check to ensure that they are

fitted with metal rings.

11. The fan tube needs to be 1.4m in length.
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12. On slides the run off needs to be 50% of the platform height. 3m height = 1.5m run out.
13. On slides the user height is decided by the height of the side wall on the first metre of descent unless there is a
sewn in cover to force participants to sit down then the wall height is equal to 50% of the maximum user height. If
there is a wall on the run out then this needs to be a minimum of 50% of maximum user height.
14. Ground stakes need to be 380mm in length and 16mm in diameter.

The above checks are a good basis and if you do find faults then you need to factor in the cost of repairs or
modification. You may well find that the asking price plus any repair costs you would be better buying new.

You should also be aware that it is unlikely that any warranty on a unit will be transferable

If you are new to the industry it is advisable to take an experienced person with you

When making payment try to use a credit card or PayPal. It will be much easier to reclaim money if you are mis sold a
unit.

The seller is required to provide the following information as per BS EN 14960:2013

6.2 Pre-information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide information concerning the safety of the equipment prior to accepting
an order. This information shall include, at least, the following where relevant:

a) height clearance and space required to operate the equipment safely;

b) surfacing requirement;

c) overall packed dimensions and weight;

d) intended age range or height range and number of users allowed;

e) certification of conformity with this standard.

6.3 Installation information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide installation information which shall include, at least, the following:

a) list of equipment;

b) method of anchorage and number of anchor points;

c) maximum safe wind speed;

d) siting, height and space requirement;

e) maximum allowable slope of the site;

f) crowd control measures;

g) need to keep users off of the inflatable during inflation and deflation;

h) type and size of blower required.

6.4 Operating information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide operating information which shall include, at least, the following
information and instructions:

Need for/to:

a) constant supervision;

b) admit users to the inflatable in a controlled and safe manner;
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c) restrict the maximum height of the user to the design height;

d) restrict the maximum number of users at one time to the design number;

e) use at least the minimum number of operating personnel;

f) users to remove their footwear;

g) users to remove hard, sharp or dangerous objects from their person;

h) users to remove glasses when practicable;

i) prohibit the consumption of food, drink and gum;

j) keep the entrance free from obstruction;

k) prohibit the users from climbing or hanging on the containing walls;

l) prohibit somersaults and rough play;

m) operator and/or attendants to watch the activity on the inflatable constantly;

n) operator and/or attendants to use a whistle or other signal to attract the attention of the users;

o) operator and/or the attendants to separate larger, more boisterous users from smaller ones;

p) inflatable to be evacuated during re-fuelling of a blower powered by an internal combustion engine.

The supplier/manufacturer shall also provide information on what to do in the event of an emergency or
accident.

6.5 Inspection and maintenance information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide information on the inspection and maintenance of the equipment. The
information shall specify the type and frequency of inspections.

Always remember that when purchasing from an existing business then this becomes a business to business
transaction and regulations regarding the sale are different from buying in a shop.

If in doubt then contact the TIPE office before purchasing
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