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Operators Guide To Buying/Selling Secondhand Units
Buying and selling of secondhand units can be a minefield when you are not sure what to look for so
we hope that this guide will assist you when purchasing or selling.

SELLING: Whenever you sell a secondhand unit you become the ‘Supplier’ and there are certain
things that you are required to do.

The following is taken from BS EN 14960:2013

6 Information to be provided by the supplier/manufacturer

6.1 General product information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide information in the appropriate lanquage(s) of the country in which the
equipment is to be installed and used. The information shall:

a) be printed legibly and in a simple form;

b) be conveyed using illustrations wherever possible;

c) include, at least, details of installation, operation, inspection and maintenance.

6.2 Pre-information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide information concerning the safety of the equipment prior to accepting an
order. This information shall include, at least, the following where relevant:

a) an height clearance and space required to operate the equipment safely;

b) surfacing requirement;

c) overall packed dimensions and weight;

d) intended age rage or height range;

e) certificate of conformity with this standard

6.3 Installation Information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide installation information which shall include, at least, the following:

a) list of equipment;

b) method of anchorage and number of anchor points;

c) maximum safe wind speed;

d) siting, height and space requirement;

e) maximum akkowable slope of the site

f) croud control measures;

g) need to keep users off of the inflatable during inflation and deflation;

h) type and size of blower required;
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6.4 Operating information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide operating information which shall include, at least, the following information
and instructions:

Need for/to:

a) constant supervision;

b) admit users to the inflatable in a controlled and safe manner;

c) restrict the maximum height of the user to the design height;

d) restrict the maximum number of users at one time to the design number;

e) use at least the minimum number of operating personnel;

f) users to remove their footwear;

g) users to remove hard, sharp or dangerous objects from their person;

h) users to remove glasses when practicable;

i) prohibit the consumption of food, drink and gum;

j) keep the entrance free from obstruction;

k) prohibit the users from climbing or hanging on the containing walls;

l) prohibit somersaults and rough play

m) operator and/or attendants to watch activity on the inflatable constantly;

n) operator and/or attendants to use a whistle or other signal to attract the attention of users;

o) opertor and/or attendants to seperate larger, more boisterous users from smaller ones;

p) inflatable to be evacuated during re-fuelling of a blower powerd by an external combustion engine.

The supplier/manufacturer shall also provide information on what to do in the event of an emergency or accident.

6.5 Inspection and maintenance information

The supplier/manufacturer shall provide information on the inspection and maintenance of the equipment. The
information shall specify the type and frequency of inspections.

All this can seem rather complicated but  if you already have the information when you purchased the unit
then it is just a case of passing on to the buyer. It is also worth passing on any previous certificates. If the
certificate has expired then you need to ensure that you tell the purchaser this. You also have a responsibility
to point out any repairs that may need carrying out

If you have a complete history of the item you are selling this will increase its value and also increase your
potential buyers. Operators are far more educated in the requirements when purchasing than they have ever
been.

You should be able to see the importance of keeping your records in order
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BUYING: Whenever you buy a secondhand unit the seller becomes the ‘Supplier’ and there are certain
things that they are required to do. It is exactly the same as laid out on pages 1 and 2 of this information
sheet but we fully understand that this is not always the case so we have complied a list of things that you
can easily check before purchasing ‘blind’.

1. Anchor points - all inflatables should have a minimum of 6 anchor points and should be fitted with
a metal end (since March 2013). They may have/require more on large pieces of equipment

2. Step depth - this should be 1.5 times the ‘fall off height (FOH)’ and the ‘FOH’ is measured from
the highest point of the play bed at the exit point. Note if the FOH is 0.63cm or less then a step is
not required. The step should be no higher than 0.63cm

3. Maximum User Height - this is determined by the height of the wall from the play bed. The
exception could be if there is a fully enclosed back wall and a sewn in weather cover. Slides will be
determined by the height of the wall on the slide which will equate to 50% of the user height

4. Maximum number of users- this is determined by measuring the play area in square metres. This
will equate to a user at 1.0mm, for 1.2m divide by 1.33, for 1.5m divide by 1.66 and for 1.8m divide
by 2. In large units it may be necessary to reduce the number for safe operation and on slides the
maximum number is 4 - 6.

5. Blower tube - fans have to be 1.2m from a walled side and 2.5m from an open side. In most
instances to achieve this the blower tube will need to be 1.4m and 2.7m long

TIPE strongly recommends not to purchase any units without viewing first. Photographs do not always tell a
true story. If you do purchase without viewing then you have to be prepared to be ‘surprised’ when the unit
arrives and maybe make an allowance for repairs/cleaning costs.

Finally be aware of price. Compare the secondhand price against cost price. In many instances there will not
be much difference. As a general rule you should consider 25% cheaper than cost after 1 year old, 50%
cheaper than cost after 2 years old & 75% cheaper than cost after 3 years old. Anything older requires
negotiation

The information used in the document is © Grand Affairs Group and must not be reproduced without the written
permission of Grand Affairs Group and/or its sources

Disclaimer:
This document is for general guidance and research purposes only, and does not purport to give professional or
legal advice
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