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Operators Guide To Annual Inspections
There are many myths surrounding what should or not be inspected in respect of inflatable
play equipment.

The simple answer is they ALL do!

All inflatables whether they are land based, buildings, pool or advertising are required in law
to be inspected by a ‘competent person’. THIS IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT

LEGALITIES:

The two most important pieces of legislation to be considered are the Health and Safety At
Work etc Act 1974 (HASAWA) and Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations
1998 (PUWER). Other health and safety legislation may apply including the Electricity at
Work Regulations 1989.

ANNUAL INSPECTIONS:

In order to ensure that inflatable play equipment is safe to use, operators and those hiring
equipment should have it inspected annually by a ‘competent person’. Whilst there are other
inspectors who may be ‘competent’ the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) have currently
agreed that operators engaging either a registered Pertexa Inflatable Play Accreditation
(PIPA) or Amusement Device Inspection Procedures Scheme (ADIPS) inspector to carry out
their annual inspections, will be deemed to have engaged a ‘competent person’. If an opera-
tor engages any other person they may be required to demonstrate what steps they have taken
to ensure what steps they have taken

To clarify here is a question asked of HSE recently by an inspector and their response

Question: ‘I have a large customer who is following the PIPA scheme with inflatables
that fall within the scheme but for some reason, known only to them, do not believe
those that fall outside the scheme require an annual test too. I have tried explaining to
them that ALL inflatables require an annual test in order to comply with HASAWA
and PUWER but they are not getting it

It would be helpful if you could take a couple of minutes of your valuable time to just
confirm for me that what I am stating is correct and that certification is required. I
have shown them your email concerning 'competent person' but not sure that will do.’
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Response: ‘The law that applies is as you say Regulation 6 of PUWER and it requires
that where work equipment is exposed to deteriorating conditions liable to result in
dangerous situations, it must be inspected to ensure faults are detected in good time so
the risk to health and safety is managed.

'Regular' has been agreed numerous times in court to mean annually for fairground
equipment such as inflatable play equipment.

Owners of equipment who do not inspect their equipment annually may be required to
explain to the regulator or a court, why  their risk assessment concluded that a longer
interval was appropriate, contrary to the guidance in HSG 175, the ADIPS and PIPA
schemes.’

INSPECTION OF INFLATABLE EQUIPMENT

There is also the following clarification from HSE on acceptable ‘competent person’.

Question: ‘A question was raised yesterday as to whether or not an RPII inspector
issuing his/hers own reports would automatically be recognised by HSE. I responded
that HSE recognise the PIPA and ADIPS schemes for annual testing which then raised
the question as to whether or not HSE recognised RPII inspectors in their own right.
As you are fully aware I work with a cross section of people in our industry and will
only ever respond with very carefully worded responses and in this case I basically said
I didn't know or speak for HSE. Of course at the present time PIPA only covers
inflatables that are bounced or slid on which leaves a whole range of inflatables not
covered by the scheme. Hopefully this will be resolved by the end of this year.’

Response: ‘HSE doesn't support individual inspectors, it publicly supports the PIPA
scheme. HSE supports the scheme because it knows and agrees with the criteria it
applies to the selection and monitoring of the inspectors and the inspection standards it
seeks to uphold.

The word 'support' is important here, it has a specific meaning that is different to
recognise.

None of this means that a non PIPA inspector is more or less competent than a PIPA
man. HSE accept though that an operator choosing someone from the PIPA register
has complied with their duty to pick a competent person. If they go elsewhere they will
be expected to conduct due diligence on that person and that would mean checking
more than just the RPII ticket.’

Again the response is very clear.
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What is PIPA (Pertexa Inflatable Play Accreditation)?

PIPA is an inspection scheme set up by the inflatable play industry to ensure that inflatable
play equipment conforms to recognised standards.

How was PIPA established?

One of the main reasons behind the drive to establish PIPA was the recognition by the
inflatable play industry that people’s safety and health, not to mention its own reputation,
could be put at risk by a small number of rogue companies who were willing to cut corners
and safety standards in search of quick profit.

PIPA should eventually eliminate such traders by providing users and authorities with a
simple way of identifying the professional companies who recognise the vital importance of
users’ safety and place the highest priority on it.

The scheme was set up by all the trade organisations involved in the industry, and is
administered by MUTA, which represents the technical textiles industry including
manufacturers of inflatable play equipment.

What does PIPA stand for?

PIPA stands for Pertexa Inflatable Play Accreditation. PIPA was established when MUTA
was known as Pertexa.

Why do we need a scheme?

While inflatable play is normally a very safe and a good way to exercise whilst having fun,
poorly designed or badly worn equipment can increase the risk of injury to users.

Under the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (HASAWA), manufacturers, hirers,
operators and users have a responsibility to reduce risk so far as is reasonably practicable.
Clearly that risk is more easily managed if the equipment conforms to accepted standards.
PIPA provides a means for everyone in the supply chain to know that the equipment itself is
safe - both on initial use and throughout its life.

BS EN 14960:2013, the European standard that most manufacturers and some operators now
work to, is the standard to which inflatable play equipment is tested through the PIPA
scheme. British standards are not the law but following them is regarded as “best practice”
and would usually be sufficient to demonstrate compliance with HASAWA.

How does the scheme work?

Each piece of conforming equipment supplied by a reputable manufacturer or importer is
“tagged” with a unique number which stays with the inflatable throughout its life.

The tag number is logged into a central database where the results of its initial test and
subsequent annual tests are recorded.

Anyone can access the PIPA database via the PIPA website and can therefore check the
inspection status of any tagged equipment. A digital report is also issued with each test.
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What if my inflatable has no tag?

As the scheme was first implemented in September 2004 and because every inflatable must,
under the Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER), be inspected
regularly or at least annually then all PIPA inspected equipment will be tagged. If your
inflatable has no tag then you should check its inspection status with the supplier.

Only Inspectors operating under either PIPA or the Amusement Device Inspection
Procedures Scheme (ADIPS) are supported by the HSE.

There are a number of Inspectors operating nationally who are not registered with either
scheme. While they may test inflatables to the recognised standard BS EN 14960:2013, their
credentials are not supported by an independent body. The HSE have indicated that they do
not support individual Inspectors.

What inflatables are covered by the PIPA scheme?

HASAWA states “any plant which is designed to be used by members of the public for enter-
tainment purposes either as a slide or for bouncing upon”, and this is the scope of BS EN
14960:2013. The PIPA scheme therefore covers only bouncy castles, inflatable slides and
inflatable obstacle courses. Other inflatable devices such as bungee runs and rodeo bulls are
not covered by the scheme.

PIPA-registered Inspectors may be able to carry out independent safety checks on inflatable
devices which are not covered by the PIPA scheme.

If the inflatable is tagged and I have checked that the test record is current does that
mean everything is safe?

No, the PIPA reports confirms that the inflatable was compliant (or indeed non-compliant) at
the time of test. It should still be checked for damage before each use, and you should be
aware that three elements make for a safe inflatable play environment:

  Properly manufactured and maintained equipment
  Correct operation (pressure, siting, anchorage etc.) of the equipment
  Adequate supervision of users

The PIPA scheme is designed to cover only the first of these; the controller and/or operator is
responsible for the correct operation and adequate supervision

What should I check for?

Check that any inflatable that you are offered for sale or hire has a PIPA tag attached and ask
to see the current test report. If the report is not available you can check the test status of any
tagged equipment by visiting the PIPA website and entering the tag or report number.

Ask the supplier for safety instructions and for confirmation that the required daily checks
have been carried out. Remember that, unless you have made other arrangements, supervi-
sion of users on and around the equipment is your responsibility.
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Where in the law does it say that inflatables must have regular tests?

Sections 6 of HASAWA: http://www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm

Sections 6 of PUWER: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1998/19982306.htm#5

PUWER Regulation 6

Regulation 6 Inspection

(1) Every employer shall ensure that, where the safety of work equipment depends on he
installation conditions it is inspected –

(a) after installation and before being put into service for the first time; or

(b) after assembly at a new site or in a new location, to ensure it has been installed correctly
and is safe to operate.

(2) Every employer shall ensure that work equipment exposed to conditions causing
deterioration which is liable to result in dangerous situations is inspected –

(a) at suitable intervals; and

(b) each time that exceptional circumstances which are liable to jeopardise the safety of the
work equipment have occurred, to ensure that health and safety conditions are maintained
and that any deterioration can be detected and remedied in good time

(3) Every employer shall ensure that the result of an inspection made under this regulation is
recorded and kept until the next inspection under this regulation is recorded.

PLEASE NOTE: Currently the PIPA scheme only covers inflatables that are bounced/slid
on. Discussions are ongoing to include all land based inflatables within the PIPA scheme.
Some PIPA registered inspectors are able to test all inflatables, including pool inflatables,
and would issue their own inspection reports.

OTHER TESTING REQUIREMENTS: Whilst the above covers the legal requirement in
terms of annual testing there are two further types of inspection that should be followed

Routine inspection (visual):

This looks at the equipment's basic condition, especially faults due to general use, breakages
and general condition. These inspections may be carried out by the operator or their staff and
should be recorded on a simple sheet or book. Routine inspections should be carried out
before each use
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Operational inspection:

An operational inspection is more detailed, providing a quality control check on the regular
inspection and used to identify certain types of minor wear and tear. Such inspections are the
responsibility of the operator or his/her staff and should be recorded. To be clear there is no
need for an independent inspection.  Your annual inspector should be able to provide a
checklist which will assist with this process.

In order to maintain the above each site should have at least one member of staff who has
enough knowledge about inflatables to be confident in carrying out both routine and
operational inspections. Training courses are available

All of the above refers purely to the inspection of inflatable equipment and does not
cover ‘Safe Operation’.

TIPE acknowledges the assistance of the Inflatable Testing and Training Service, the
Health and Safety Executive, and PIPA in the production of this document.

The information used in the document is © Grand Affairs Group and must not be reproduced without the written
permission of Grand Affairs Group and/or its sources

Disclaimer:
This document is for general guidance and research purposes only, and does not purport to give professional or legal
advice
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